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Board of Trustees minutes
February 21, 2023


MINUTES OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING
DISTRICT NO. 537
RICHLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE

February 21, 2023
  
CONVENING OF THE MEETING

Call to Order

The regular meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, February 21, 2023, in the Board Room of Richland Community College by Chairman Dunning. Chairman Dunning also recited the College Vision, Mission, and Core Values.

Roll Call

Trustees Present: Tom Ritter, Dr. David Cooprider, Dale Colee, Vicki Carr, Bishop Wayne Dunning, Ben Andras, Bruce Campbell, and Jacob Watkins

Trustees Absent:  None

Also present: Dr. Cris Valdez and other staff members

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the Regular Meeting on January 17, 2023 had been distributed to the Board prior to this meeting. 

Campbell moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting on January 17, 2023.  Carr seconded. Voice vote being all ayes, Chairman Dunning declared the motion carried.

APPEARANCE OF CITIZENS AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS

Dr. Valdez and the Board of Trustees welcomed Angel Lawrence from the Northeast Community Fund.

 WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

Personnel Update 

	New Employees

· Jessica Tallent, Staff (Grant) Accountant, effective January 23, 2023
· Samuel “Jason” Walker, Deputy Commander MCLETC, effective January 23, 2023


Changes
· Tabitha Tester, Coordinator of Operations, effective January 3, 2023

Retirements, Resignations, and Terminations

· Bobbi Batchelder, Senior Accountant, effective January 6, 2023
· Roberto Luciano, Program Director of Early Childhood Education, effective January 6, 2023
· Claudia Clark, Accommodations Specialist, effective January 17, 2023
· Jennifer Reichart, Executive Director of Diversity, Inclusion, Equity, and Belonging, effective January 17, 2023
· Jeff Benton, Maintenance II, effective January 30, 2023
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COLLEGE SPOTLIGHT/MONITORING REPORT

Tiffany Nichols and Kristi Dawson presented Staff Profile/Employee Engagement.

REPORT OF ICCTA

Bishop Wayne Dunning, Vicki Carr and President Valdez reported on their trip to the ACCT Legislative Summit.  There were a number of very good meetings including meetings with the Secretary of Agriculture, Department of Education, and Representative Nikki Budzinski.  The next ICCTA meeting will be held March 9-11 in Chicago.  
    
REPORT OF STUDENT TRUSTEE

Student Trustee Jacob Watkins presented the Student Leadership Council Report. 
 
INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT REPORT

Julie Melton presented the Institutional Advancement report that is in the Board book.

CONSENT AGENDA

A recommendation was made to the Board of Trustees to approve the Consent Agenda, as presented.  

Dr. Cooprider moved to approve the Consent Agenda, as presented.  Andreas seconded.  Roll call vote being all ayes, Chairman Dunning declared the motion carried.




NEW BUSINESS

PROFESSOR EMERITUS RECOMMENDATION

A recommendation was made to the Board of Trustees that would grant Professor Emeritus status to John Daum and Rosemarie King-Grindy, retired faculty members, as specified in Professor Emeritus Policy 3.9.1, as presented.   

Ritter moved to grant Professor Emeritus status to John Daum and Rosemarie King-Grindy, retired faculty members, as specified in Professor Emeritus Policy 3.9.1, as presented.   Watkins seconded.  Roll call vote being all ayes, Chairman Dunning declared the motion carried. 

STAFF EMERITUS RECOMMENDATION 

[bookmark: _Hlk127969036]A recommendation was made to the Board of Trustees that would grant Staff Emeritus status to Robin Bollhorst, retired staff member, as specified in Staff Emeritus Policy 3.8.2, as presented. 

Carr moved to grant Staff Emeritus status to Robin Bollhorst, retired staff member, as specified in Staff Emeritus Policy 3.8.2, as presented. Campbell seconded.  Roll call vote being all ayes, Chairman Dunning declared the motion carried. 

RECOMMENDATION FOR FACULTY PROMOTION

A recommendation was made to the Board of Trustees that would promote Dr. Shelly Baldwin from Associate Professor to Professor, as presented.

Carr moved to promote Dr. Shelly Baldwin from Associate Professor to Professor, as presented. Campbell seconded.  Roll call vote being all ayes, Chairman Dunning declared the motion carried.  

RECOMMENDATION FOR CONTINUANCE

The following will be entering the second year as tenure-track full-time faculty and are being recommended for Continuance:
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The following will be entering the third year as tenure-track, full-time faculty:
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Carr moved to approve the recommendation for continuance, as presented.  Ritter seconded.  Roll call vote being all ayes, Chairman Dunning declared the motion carried.  

REVISION TO BOARD POLICY 3.6.5.7.1 FAMILY BEREAVMENT LEAVE POLICY – FIRST READING

In order to bring our policies into compliance with the new updates to the Family Bereavement
Leave Act, it is recommended that the Board of Trustees review Board Policy 3.6.5.7.1 and consider adoption. This is the first reading, so no action is necessary.

HARD HAT VR TRAINING SYSTEM PURCHASE

A recommendation was made to the Board of Trustees that would allow the purchase of 10 virtual reality training bundles and associates software licenses be made from Hard Hat VR of Waxahachie, TX in the amount of $29,738.00, as presented.  

Andreas moved to approve the purchase of 10 virtual reality training bundles and associate’s software licenses be made from Hard Hat VR of Waxahachie, TX in the amount of $29,738.00, as presented.  Ritter seconded.  Roll call vote being all ayes, Chairman Dunning declared the motion carried.  

REQUEST FOR AUTHORIZATION TO AWARD A CONTRACT FOR THE PATH GRANT NURSING LAB REMODELING PROJECT

A recommendation was made to the Board of Trustees that would authorize the Administration to contract with Christy-Foltz, Inc., of Decatur, IL for the noted project in the amount of $173.342.00, as presented.  

Campbell moved to approve and allow Administration to contract with Christy-Foltz, Inc., of Decatur, IL for the noted project in the amount of $173,342.00, as presented.  Carr seconded.  Roll call vote being all ayes, Chairman Dunning declared the motion carried.  

PURCHASE OF FURNITURE FOR THE ANDREAS AG BUILDING

A recommendation was made to the Board of Trustees that would approve the purchase of the noted bid project from Resource One of Springfield, IL in the amount of $292,413.00, as presented. 

Dr. Cooprider moved to approve the purchase of the noted bid project from Resource One of Springfield, IL in the amount of $292,413.00, as presented. Ritter seconded.  Roll call vote being all ayes, Chairman Dunning declared the motion carried.  







FINANCIAL REPORT

BILLS AND TRAVEL EXPENDITURES PAYABLE

The January 2023 Treasurer’s Report and Financial Statement were presented to and discussed with the Board. 

A list of bills paid in the amount of $1,433,571.26 for January 2023 was distributed to the Board prior to the meeting. 

Ritter moved to ratify the January bills and travel expenditures paid and approve the Financial Statement subject to audit.  Campbell seconded. Roll call vote being all ayes, Chairman Dunning declared the motion carried.

REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT

· President Valdez reported to the Board of Trustees that during his visit with Representative Nikki Budzinski in Washington D.C. the discussion lead to interest in supporting C2A3 that would fund $150 million to grow Ag programs at community colleges.  
· We have a number of participating students attending USDA Ag Outlook forum on February 23 and 24.
· The March Board of Trustees will be held at MCLETC on March 21, 2023.  A tour will be available at 4:30 for anyone that would like to see the facility.  

ITEMS FROM THE BOARD

· Bruce Campbell reminded everyone about the MCLETC graduation on February 24 at 1:00 p.m. in the Shilling Auditorium.  

 EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Carr moved to enter into closed session for the purpose of discussing individual employment, as specified in section 2 (c) (1); for the purpose of discussing collective negation matters, as specified in Section 2 (c) (2); for discussion of purchase or lease of real property, as specified n Section 2 (c) (5); for discussion of pending or probable litigation, as specified in Section 2 (c) (16) of the open Meeting Act. Ritter seconded.  Voice vote being all ayes, Chairman Dunning declared the motion carried.

Meeting convened into closed session at 6:47 p.m.

Meeting reconvened into open session at 7:32 p.m.



[bookmark: _GoBack]ADJOURNMENT

Carr moved and Andreas seconded to adjourn the meeting at 7:33 p.m.



________________________
Dale Colee, Secretary
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